
10123 William Carey Drive
Orlando, FL 32832  USA
407.382.6000
www.pioneers.org



�P�E�O�P�L�E�S� �O�F� �Y�E�M�E�N�:� �A� �P�R�A�Y�E�R� �G�U�I�D�E� 

�I�S�B�N�:� �1�-�9�3�2�3�2�9�-�2�0�-�X

�C�o�p�y�r�i�g�h�t� �©� �2�0�1�0� �P�i�o�n�e�e�r�s�,� �©� �2�0�0�5� �C�a�l�e�b� �P�r�o�j�e�c�t�.� 
�A�l�l� �r�i�g�h�t�s� �r�e�s�e�r�v�e�d�.� �P�r�i�n�t�e�d� �i�n� �t�h�e� �U�S�A�.� �R�e�p�r�o�d�u�c�t�i�o�n� 
�i�n� �w�h�o�l�e� �o�r� �i�n� �p�a�r�t�,� �i�n� �a�n�y� �f�o�r�m�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �s�t�o�r�a�g�e� �i�n� �a� 
�m�e�m�o�r�y� �d�e�v�i�c�e� �s�y�s�t�e�m�,� �i�s� �f�o�r�b�i�d�d�e�n� �w�i�t�h�o�u�t� �e�x�p�r�e�s�s� 
�w�r�i�t�t�e�n� �p�e�r�m�i�s�s�i�o�n�,� �e�x�c�e�p�t� �t�h�a�t� �p�o�r�t�i�o�n�s� �m�a�y� �b�e� �u�s�e�d� 
�i�n� �b�r�o�a�d�c�a�s�t� �o�r� �p�r�i�n�t�e�d� �c�o�m�m�e�n�t�a�r�y� �o�r� �r�e�v�i�e�w� �w�h�e�n� 
�a�t�t�r�i�b�u�t�e�d� �f�u�l�l�y� �t�o� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �a�n�d� �p�u�b�l�i�c�a�t�i�o�n� �n�a�m�e�s�.

�S�c�r�i�p�t�u�r�e� �q�u�o�t�a�t�i�o�n�s�,� �u�n�l�e�s�s� �o�t�h�e�r�w�i�s�e� �i�n�d�i�c�a�t�e�d�,� �a�r�e� 
�t�a�k�e�n� �f�r�o�m� �t�h�e� �H�O�L�Y� �B�I�B�L�E�,� �N�E�W� �I�N�T�E�R�N�A�T�I�O�N�A�L� 
�V�E�R�S�I�O�N�©�.� �N�I�V� �©� �C�o�p�y�r�i�g�h�t� �1�9�7�3�,� �1�9�7�8�,� �1�9�8�4� �b�y� 
�I�n�t�e�r�n�a�t�i�o�n�a�l� �B�i�b�l�e� �S�o�c�i�e�t�y�.� �U�s�e�d� �b�y� �p�e�r�m�i�s�s�i�o�n� �o�f� 
�Z�o�n�d�e�r�v�a�n�.� �A�l�l� �r�i�g�h�t�s� �r�e�s�e�r�v�e�d�.

�N�o�t�e�:� �P�h�o�n�e�t�i�c� �s�p�e�l�l�i�n�g�s� �a�n�d� �p�r�o�n�u�n�c�i�a�t�i�o�n� �h�e�l�p�s� 
�f�o�r� �A�r�a�b�i�c� �w�o�r�d�s� �t�h�r�o�u�g�h�o�u�t� �t�h�i�s� �g�u�i�d�e� �a�r�e� �p�r�o�v�i�d�e�d�.� 
�I�n� �p�r�a�c�t�i�c�e�,� �p�r�o�n�u�n�c�i�a�t�i�o�n�s� �v�a�r�y�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�s�e� �a�r�e� �o�n�l�y� 
�a�p�p�r�o�x�i�m�a�t�i�o�n�s�.



Population:  20 million and increasing

Capital:  Sana’a

Religion:  99% Muslim

Ethnicity:  95% Arab

Climate:  Mostly desert, hot and humid along west coast, 
temperate in the western mountains.

Poverty:  43%*

Yemen, Mosaic of Peoples

* UN Human Development Report, 2001.
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PEOPLES OF YEMEN

Home to more than 20 million people, the 
country of  Yemen sits on the southwest 
corner of  the Arabian Peninsula between 
Saudi Arabia and East Africa. Lacking 
the oil resources that have made some of  
its neighbors wealthy, Yemen is one of  
the world’s poorest and least-developed 
countries, probably the poorest of  the Arab 
world, yet it boasts modern cities and rich 
cultural traditions.

Inhabited since ancient times, Yemen is 
famous for its frankincense, myrrh, and 
precious stones. Though Christianity once 
had a strong presence there, the seventh-
century advance of  Islam wiped out almost 
all traces of  the church. The country we 
know as the Republic of  Yemen is relatively 
young. It was formed by the uni!cation 
of  North and South Yemen in 1990, then 
rocked by a civil war in 1994. Economic 
development since then has been slow and 
challenging, but it continues. 

“Humanity is a vast mosaic of  tens of  thousands of  pieces. Each segment must be 
won to Christ,” said missiologist Donald McGavran. Yemen is itself  a mosaic. It is 
primarily an Arab nation, yet home to more than just Arabs, and even the Arabs are 
distinguished by differences of  language, social class, tribe, and way of  life. Yemen is in 
fact made up of  a complex diversity of  people, and serving them requires a variety of  
ministries and strategies.  

This prayer guide is designed to provide snapshots of  life in various parts of  Yemen, 
among different kinds of  people, in different stages of  life. Our desire is that all the 
people of  Yemen would have the opportunity to know and trust somebody who truly 
follows Jesus Christ so that they too may put their trust in the name of  Christ. You can 
help open the door to this seemingly distant future through your prayers.

The North 
“We are the true Yemenis,” says Muhammad, a young man from Sana’a (sah-nah), 
Yemen’s capital, echoing the belief  of  many others from the northern part of  Yemen. 
The Sanani (sah-nah-nee) dialect is understood widely throughout the country. 

Many Northerners have a strong sense of  tribal af!liation, placing both allegiance to 
tribe and God over individual desires or what the government may say. 

While Northerners’ cities are the most modern and “improved,” they also follow 
a stricter form of  Islam and consider themselves more devout in their Islam and 

An Invitation ...
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traditional in their customs than those from 
other parts of  the country. “For example,” says 
Muhammad, “When I get married I will not see 
my bride’s face before our wedding.” 

On the other hand, Sananis may be quicker to 
judge those who do not behave in an honorable 
way, earning a reputation for being proud and  
less friendly.

The South 
“Our city, Taiz (teyez), is the cultural capital of  
Yemen,” says Ibrahim (ee-brah-heem), “The 
North is wild and less cultured. We are more 
adaptable, more educated, and more open-
minded than people from Sana’a.” Members 
of  Ibrahim’s family do the “clever” work such 
as road engineering and business management. 
Although they can understand people from the 
North without much trouble, Ibrahim and other 
Taizi (teye-zee, people of  Taiz) take pride in their 
own Yemeni dialect, which they consider closest 
to Modern Standard Arabic.

The city of  Aden (ah-dehn), also in the South, 
was once the capital of  the separate country of  
South Yemen and has a history distinct from 
that of  its neighbors. A strong Soviet presence in 
Aden in the 1970s and 80s made it into the Arab 
world’s only Marxist state. Before that, Aden 
was a British protectorate (1839-1967). Aden has 
also been an important port city for centuries 
and appears to be more open and accepting of  
multiculturalism. 

Like the Taizis, Adenis (ah-dehn-eez) consider 
themselves a friendly, peaceful people who pride 
themselves on not having “revenge killings like 
they do in the North.” However, each generation 
in the last century has seen war in the streets. 
After the uni!cation in 1990, the South tried to 
secede in 1994. After a short but violent civil war, 
the North gained control over the entire country. 
Some Adenis today see Sana’a as an occupying 
force. Although Adenis may be more educated, 
salaries are better in Sana’a; yet another reason 
for resentment.

Poverty

More than 40 percent 
of  Yemen’s 20 million 
people live in poverty. 
Malnutrition, illiteracy, and 
unemployment rates are 
very high. Women continue 
to marry young and many 
have at least !ve children, 
some ten or more. Although 
as many as half  the children 
born to a poor family may 
not survive to adulthood, 
the population continues to 
grow at a rapid rate and may 
double within a generation. 
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Perhaps because of  their history, Adenis 
and some other Southerners may not have a 
strong allegiance to their tribes. “There are 
no tribes in Aden,” say some Adenis. 

The Tihama Plain
The Tihama (teh-hah-mah) plain begins 
in Southern Saudi Arabia and extends 
south along Yemen’s western coast, between 
the Red Sea and the mountains. Tihamis 
(teh-hah-meez) see Hodeidah (hoh-day-
dah), their largest city, as a quieter city 
than Yemen’s other major urban centers. 
The people of  Hodeidah did not even !ght 
during the 1994 civil war.

Tihamis consider themselves simple, poor, 
humble, and kind. Although their skin is 
dark and their traditions show some African 
in"uence, Tihamis consider themselves 
full Arabs. They are peaceful, calm, and 
relaxed, especially compared to Sananis. 
Some Tihamis divide Yemen’s people into 
two groups: coastal people and jabali (jah-
bah-lee, “mountain people”). “We who live 
by the sea are unlike those who live in the 
mountains,” they say. But few have traveled 
much. “All I know is Hodeidah,” many say. 
Although their tribal identities may not 
be strong, most people in Hodeidah are 
connected to villages throughout the Tihama 
through family relationships.

The Hadhramaut
Life in Eastern Yemen, in the region known 
as Hadhramaut (hah-thrah-mawt), is so 
different from the rest of  the country that 
some say it is a distinct culture – more like 
the other Gulf  states than like the rest of  
Yemen. Many Hadhramis (hah-thrah -meez) 
have ties to Saudi Arabia and may even 
hold dual passports. Hadhramis claim to be 
stronger in their religion and more educated 
than other Yemenis.

Many Hadhramis practice a distinct form  
of  Islam called Su!sm, a mystical practice 

Isolation

Unlike much of  the rest of  the 
Arabian Peninsula, Yemen is still 
very much a tribal society and 
change does not come easily. 
Most of  Yemen’s population 
lives in small villages scattered 
throughout the highlands and 
coastal regions. Mountainous 
terrain and poor roads make 
travel and communication 
dif!cult. Many communities, 
tribes, and villages are extremely 
isolated.
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that stresses personal 
experience of  God. Women 
are very restricted in their 
freedoms; many cover even 
their hands and feet when 
outside and are not usually 
seen on the streets like in 
other cities. Women often 
come together in homes to 
chant sections of  the Qur’an 
(kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy 
book), and the mosques are 
better attended than in other 
parts of  the country. Even the 
Hadhramaut has variation, 
though. The coastal town of  
Mukulla (moo-kah-lah) is a 
cosmopolitan city with a  
faster pace of  life and a mix  
of  cultures. 

People in other parts of  Yemen see Hadhramis as stingy with their money, but 
Hadhramis consider this good stewardship and do not like to “waste” their money on 
qat (kaht ), the narcotic that consumes the income of  many families in other parts of  
the country. 

Other People in Yemen
Tribes and regions are not the only signi!cant divisions in Yemen. Social class also plays 
a major role. Throughout Yemen live people referred to as the Akhdaam (ahk-dahm); 
who work as street sweepers and garbage collectors. Isolated from the rest of society, 
they are not welcome at the mosques or public baths. “They are poor black people. 
We don’t mix with them. They live in their own zones and shop in their own stores. 
They are dirty and uneducated,” say other Yemenis. “I would not chew qat with an 
Akhdaam,” said one man in Aden. The Akhdaam are seen as not having any “religion” 
or lineage, two very important things in Yemeni society. The racism and discrimination 
toward them is strong and prevalent throughout Yemen. Although they live throughout 
the country, the largest number of  Akhdaam is found on the Tihama Plain.

In addition to the Akhdaam, Yemen is home to several distinct, non-Arabic speaking 
people groups. They include the Mahri (mah-ree) people who straddle Oman and 
Yemen, the Soqotri (soh-coh-tree) people on the island of  Soqotra – legally part of  
Yemen but 400 km. off  the coast and closer to Somalia – as well as immigrants and 
refugees from the surrounding region. Crossing the borders into Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia are another people, traditional nomads known as the Bedouin (behd-wihn or 
behd-oh-wihn) – also distinct from other Arab peoples. Little is known of  Yemen’s 
Bedouin people whose lifestyle keeps them largely inaccessible. Unrest throughout the 
region brings refugees and immigrants from Africa, as well. Yemen is truly a mosaic  
of  peoples. 
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Everyone must submit himself  
to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been 
established by God.  
– Romans 13:1

Sheikh Muhammad (shayk muh-
hah-mahd) is majestically robed in 
a white thawb (thohb ) or gown, his 
waist adorned with a silver dagger. 
He wears a black-and-white checked 
turban with the air of  authority to 
which he is entitled as a sheikh in 
Arabia. A tribe’s livelihood, safety, and honor rest on 
his shoulders. An arsenal of  arms is at his disposal. 
This man has as much power as any head of  state. 

“He is in charge of  seeing that the needs of  the 
people are met,” explains a group of  young women 
in North Yemen, where the power of  sheikhs is the 
strongest. “The sheikh will help you when you are 
in need. He has to give permission for everything. 
He governs all areas of  the life of  the tribe, and we 
prefer him over the government.”

These days Sheikh Muhammad has a dif!cult job. 
He must walk the !ne line between satisfying the 
hotheads in his tribe and respecting the central 
government of!cials who pay him for his loyalty. 
He trains his sons to follow his authority, and his 
daughters are given an education through the 
seventh grade, but when they beg for more schooling, 
he will not bend the traditions for them as there 
are no schools for girls nearby. He has a cell phone, 
several four-wheel-drive vehicles, and satellite 
television, yet !ghts against the encroachment of  
many modern ideas, considering the ways of  the past 
still extremely important. He is a man with much 
resting on his shoulders.

Prayer Requests

  Pray for men like 
Sheikh Muhammad, 
trying to uphold 
tradition while 
welcoming in 
technology and ideas 
from the outside. 
May they govern with 
wisdom and accept 
under their rule what 
is good and true for 
the people.

  If  Sheikh 
Muhammad 
followed Christ, 
he could provide 
protection for his 
whole tribe as they 
seek to !nd a new 
way. Pray for sheikhs 
to have the courage 
to ask questions and 
come to Christ.

Resting on His Shoulders
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When a man’s ways are 
pleasing to the L ORD , he makes 
even his enemies live at peace 
with him. – Proverbs 16:7

It is said that a Yemeni tribesman 
is a real man if  he can work the 
earth, compose and sing poetry, 
and shoot a gun. Young and old 
carry weapons for both decoration 
and protection; a knife called a 
jambia (jahm-bee-ah) is part of  
the traditional dress for men. 
Even small children may be seen 
carrying a ri"e. “Once a child 
tried to shoot down the president’s 

helicopter when he was "ying overhead,” explains 
20-year-old Hussein (hoo-sayn). Gun control laws 
were passed but did not have much effect in some 
places. To give up one’s gun would bring shame to 
one’s family and perhaps put them in danger. 

All this is rooted in the culture of  honor and revenge. 
“If  someone kills a child’s father, retaliation is planted 
in his heart,” says Hussein. If  a tribe refuses a man 
from another tribe permission to marry one of  their 
daughters, for example, there may be a con"ict. 
Disputes over land and sometimes much smaller 
matters can also lead to violence. 

A man will lay down his life for the honor of  his 
tribe; young men will follow their leaders into battle 
with no questions asked. Tribal con"icts may spring 
up quickly but last 10 or 20 years and take many 
lives. Sometimes, however, these con"icts can be 
stopped by wise mediators and !nancial settlements. 

There are other ways to bring honor to one’s family 
and tribe besides violence: bringing sons into the 
family, demonstrating bravery, showing hospitality, 
and conforming to the expectations of  society.

Prayer Requests

  Ask the Lord to raise 
up men of  peace to 
help the tribes of  
Yemen see beyond 
the age-old feuds 
among them and 
question traditions 
that may be holding 
them back.

  Pray for those 
who would seek 
to bring honor to 
their tribes through 
improved health-
care, education, and 
other changes that 
will strengthen their 
communities. 

A Matter of Honor
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When the Queen of  Sheba 
heard about the fame of  
Solomon and his relation to 
the name of  the L ORD , she 
came to test him with hard 
questions … and talked with 
him about all that she had on 
her mind. – 1 Kings 10:1-2 

After a last glance at his family 
standing in the doorway, Tarak 
(tahr -ahk) walked down the 
dirt path out of  the village to 
catch the bus into the city. He wanted to brand into 
his memory the image of  the majestic and rugged 
mountains and the faces of  the tribesmen who had 
been his whole world until now. Tarak had dreamt 
of  an education all his life, and now he was starting 
his !rst term at the university. What possibilities, 
what opportunities the city must hold. And how 
much money he could make after graduation! Few 
people from his village would ever have the kind of  
education he would receive.

However, people from Tarak’s village might make 
their way to the city for other reasons. Driven 
by uncontrolled population growth and lack of  
opportunity in their villages, Yemenis "ood the urban 
centers looking for work or for services which are not 
available in the villages, such as medical care. The 
disabled or dispossessed come to beg.

Major cities and trading centers along the main roads 
attract many people. An estimated 30-40 percent of  
the population now lives at least temporarily in the 
cities. Most are men, and they do not plan to stay. 
When holidays come, most of  the cities’ barbers, taxi 
drivers, day laborers, students, and teachers go home, 
and the cities become strangely quiet and unhurried. 
Tarak hopes he can help the people of  his village 
with the experience and knowledge he brings back 
from the city. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray that God 
would bless the 
seeking minds of  the 
university students, 
that they would 
be challenged in 
their thinking and 
inquisitive in their 
pursuit of  truth.

 ! Pray that with the 
exchange of  people 
in the city, ideas 
would "ow freely 
and pave the way 
for an openness to 
the gospel. Pray that 
Christians would 
play an active part in 
the marketplace and 
classroom.

Coming to the City



�1�0

A little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding 
of  the hands to rest –  
and poverty will come 
on you like a bandit 
and scarcity like an 
armed man.  
– Proverbs 6:10-11

At 3 p.m., the brothers 
lounged in front of  their 
tire shop, full from a salty 
lunch they just !nished. 

Such a meal will enhance the effects of  their qat 
(kaht ) chew. Other men on the street come and join 
them in front of  the shop, ready to chew. “We can 
work harder after an afternoon of  qat,” explains one. 
“And be more pleasing to our spouses,” adds another 
slyly. They each pull a handful of  small green leaves 
from a plastic bag, sort through them, and pick apart 
the leaves. Choice ones are stuffed into their mouths, 
the others tossed onto the street.

The small green leaves of  the qat tree – grown on 
bushes and trees all over Yemen – seem harmless 
enough, but qat has its vines wrapped around the 
people. Its somewhat addictive nature and daily use 
give it a place of  time-honored importance in the 
society. Easily 90 percent of  the men and many of  
the women plan their lives around this magical hour, 
hoping to forget the hardships of  the day – inventory 
left unsold, family discontent ignored, or personal 
expectations unmet.

The men are very talkative, laughing and exchanging 
stories from the day. The initial effects of  qat give 
them a new con!dence for business deals and solving 
each other’s problems. Later a feeling of  melancholy 
steals over their emotions, leaving everyone silent and 
seemingly relaxed as the hours pass by. Soon enough, 
their troubles return.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that the qat 
farmers will !nd 
other plants to 
grow which will be 
more productive 
than selling qat 
and use less water 
(40 percent of  their 
water supply goes  
to qat).

  Pray that fathers 
would become good 
stewards of  their 
money for the family, 
not taking money 
away from nutrition 
and education for 
the addiction.

  Pray that the chains 
of qat addiction will 
be broken in Yemen. 
Pray that people will 
one day discover 
what it means to 
be ful!lled and 
controlled by the 
Holy Spirit.

Qat Time
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“The L ORD  will guide you always; 
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-
scorched land and will strengthen 
your frame. You will be like a 
well-watered garden, like a spring 
whose waters never fail.” 
– Isaiah 58:11

Hadi (hah-dee) and Muna (moo-
nah) live in a small village in a 
somewhat forgotten corner of  the 
North Yemen highlands. Like most of  
their neighbors, they are uneducated. 
A small farm usually provides just 
enough for Hadi, Muna, and their 
four boys. There are few wells in the 
area, and until recently the water 
supply has been pretty good. Now the situation is 
changing rapidly. 

A few years ago the sheikh (shayk) of  their village 
sold a large plot of  their tribal grounds to the sheikh 
of  a neighboring tribe. Previously this land had 
only been used for !rewood and grazing. The new 
owner of  the land, Sheikh Rashid (rah-sheed), has 
started an enormous agricultural project with fruit 
trees, wheat, and sorghum. The fruit trees require a 
great deal of  water, so he has had several deep wells 
drilled. Now the villagers discover that the water level 
in their own wells is dropping.

But as Hadi and Muna will say, Sheikh Rashid is 
a good man. He provides jobs for the ladies of  the 
village who work in his !elds.

In a few years time Hadi and Muna’s well will dry 
up. They will only have crops when there is suf!cient 
rain. Sheikh Rashid will accumulate more riches, 
and people like Hadi and Muna will only be able to 
survive as poorly paid laborers on his farm.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that the 
authorities will 
implement wise and 
forward-looking 
water management 
strategies so the 
people will be able 
to provide for their 
families when dry 
times come.

  Ask God to put 
compassion in the 
hearts of  the rich for 
the sake of  the poor.

  Pray that the Lord 
will touch the people 
at their point of  need 
and show them his 
provision and water 
for their soul.

Our Well Is Dry
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When anxiety was great within me, your 
consolation brought joy to my soul. 
– Psalm 94:19

The young woman looks exquisite in her green-
and-gold silk dress with a gold veil over her face. 
Tomorrow she will wear another traditional 
gown. On the last day, the third day, when she 
is taken to her groom’s house, she will have a 
modern, white wedding gown. 

Facing the !rst day of  her wedding celebration, 
Aisha (eye-shah), age 16, is nervous, excited, 
and even fearful. She has been waiting for this 
event all her life. The thought of  becoming a 
member of  the groom’s family is frightening 

and lonely. She knows many girls struggle to meet 
the expectations of  their husband and mother-in-law. 
Aisha may also face motherhood in the next year.

Many months of  preparation have led to this day. 
Her parents decided she was ready for marriage 
when Aisha’s family was approached by the young 
man’s mother with a proposal. A good dowry 
price was agreed upon. The two fathers signed the 
marriage contract which can only be broken by  
a divorce. 

Ibrahim (ee-brah-heem), age 22, is grateful he and 
Aisha have met. There is so much they do not know 
about one another, but they have the rest of  their 
lives to learn. Ibrahim does not worry. Aisha has 
a pretty face and will please him. His mother will 
teach her everything she needs to know and she will 
become a good wife and mother for his children. 
Right now, he will celebrate the night with his friends 
and male relatives; he is becoming a man!

Prayer Requests

  Pray for new brides 
to cry out to Jesus 
with their fears and 
loneliness as they 
enter their new 
homes.

  Pray for young 
couples like Aisha 
and Ibrahim to 
boldly seek God 
together, that Christ 
might be re"ected in 
their marriages. 

  Ask God to begin 
godly homes by 
uniting believers 
in marriage and 
helping believing 
singles to meet each 
other.

Marriage Celebration
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When the perishable has been 
clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immor-
tality, then the saying that is 
written will come true: “Death 
has been swallowed up in 
victory.” “Where, O death, is 
your victory? Where, O death,  
is your sting?”  
– 1 Corinthians 15:54-55

Fatma’s (faht -mah) friends were 
going to the market to look at shoes. 
She wanted to join them, but she 
had to get back to her mother and 
the women at her house. It had been two weeks since 
her father had passed away, and she was to spend 
these days mourning with her family.

Returning from a quick break with her friends, Fatma 
took her place among the mourners. The room was 
crowded with women in black, friends and relatives 
who had come to spend the day. Fatma’s aunt, versed 
in the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy book), recited 
for more than an hour. At times the rest would join 
her in quoting the verses they could recall.

Eyes closed in grief, Fatma’s mother began to swoon. 
Though roused by an onion placed under her nose, 
she still seemed to be in a stupor. Fatma’s aunt tried 
to comfort her with, “Don’t cry, sister. Say ‘Praise be 
to God.’ God is testing you; if  you cry it will add to 
your husband’s suffering in the grave.” Fatma’s little 
sister cried out in the background. She had never 
seen her mother in such a state and wanted her 
father. Others tried to quiet her as best they could. 

Fatma’s mother will remain at home for several more 
months and will wear black for a year to show her 
mourning. With time the grief  will lessen, but life will 
be dif!cult for the family.

Prayer Requests

  Pray for Christians 
to comfort those 
who grieve with the 
comfort they have 
received from Christ 
(See 2 Corinthians  
1:4.)

  Pray that mourners 
would be open to 
knowing God’s grace 
and peace in this 
present age and the 
promise of  eternal 
security through 
Christ.

  As they question 
their acceptance into 
Paradise, based on 
good works, pray 
that many Yemenis 
would be introduced 
to the one way to the 
Father - Jesus Christ 
- and put their trust 
in his completed 
work.

Mourning a Loss
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“Every valley shall be raised up, every 
mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged 
places a plain. And the glory of  the 
LORD  will be revealed, and all mankind 
together will see it. For the mouth of  the 
LORD  has spoken.” – Isaiah 40:4-5

Ameena (ah-mee-nah) wonders what is at 
the end of  the new road. Her family has 
never had much company besides relatives, 
and now there are all kinds of  new people in 
town – businessmen, engineers, even religious 
teachers who are trying to change the way the 
people do things. 

Ameena lives in Manabbah (mah-nah-bah), a 
rugged mountain area in the North of  Yemen 
close to the Saudi border. Like many of  the 
mountain strongholds, her town’s people lived 

in isolation from the rest of  the country for centuries, 
maintaining their own identity and dialect. The men 
wear colorful clothes and can be seen with a garland 
of  fresh "owers on their heads, and the women are 
very friendly. Girls still wear colorful headscarves as 
they always have, instead of  the black ones worn in 
other parts of  the country. Ameena has discovered 
that the outsiders cannot understand the way she 
talks; her dialect is too different for them. 

With the new ring-road around the Manabbah 
district, the population is rapidly increasing. Outside 
in"uence is also on the rise. Some of  the outsiders are 
bringing modern technology; others are coming in 
and teaching religion. The relative freedom for boys 
and girls to be together and other customs speci!c 
to the Manabbi (mah-nah-bee) seem improper to 
the outsiders, so they bring in Islamic teachers and 
pressure the people to conform to more conservative 
Muslim values. 

Prayer Requests

  The Manabbi 
people may be a 
remnant of  the 
once-large Christian 
community in 
Najran ( nayj-rahn), 
across the Saudi 
border. Pray that 
Manabbis would 
ask questions and 
explore this heritage. 

  Pray that among 
the things brought 
into Manabbah by 
outsiders would be 
food for the many 
families trying to 
be nourished off  
the land that cannot 
support the growing 
population.

Road to the North
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Listen, my dear brothers: 
Has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the eyes of  
the world to be rich in faith 
and to inherit the kingdom 
he promised those who love 
him? – James 2:5

Hamoud (hah-mood ) spends 
his life surrounded by garbage. 
The shanty town in which 
he lives consists of  scraps of  
metal, old tires, and pieces of  
cardboard. When it rains, the 
plastic that serves as his roof  
leaks and the dirt "oor turns to mud. Five of  his ten 
children have died, most as babies. He didn’t have 
enough money to take them to the hospital. Even if  
he did, he wouldn’t have expected much care. 

Hamoud is one of  the several hundred thousand 
Yemenis who form the lowest class of  society – the 
Akhdaam (akh-dahm). Most often seen cleaning the 
streets, men like Hamoud wear distinctive orange 
overalls and their dark skin reveals their African 
roots. This community is the most despised in 
Yemen. But at least he has a job. Each day he travels 
with the big garbage truck, emptying the huge bins 
or sweeping the streets. Often he has to climb into 
the stormwater drains and clear the rubbish with his 
bare hands. The work is hard and the pay is low.

Sometimes he wonders if  life could be different. 
Could any of  his children ever go to school? Could 
his family and his community ever break from 
the cycle of  sickness and poverty that traps them? 
Although he is not a religious man, he believes in 
God. Hamoud never noticed God’s great concern  
for him. 

Prayer Requests

"  The Akhdaam are 
scorned in Yemen 
for not having a 
sense of  “lineage” 
and “not having a 
religion.” Pray that 
this vacuum would 
lead them to an 
identity as children 
of  God in Christ. 

"  Pray for believers 
to reach out to meet 
the Akhdaam at their 
points of  physical 
and spiritual need. 

"  Pray for justice; 
that God would 
tear down systems 
that keep people 
oppressed and 
divided.

Street Cleaner



�1�6

“Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will !nd rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” – Matthew 11:28-30

“I live in a small village 40 km from the 
town,” says Fatima (fah-tee-mah). Her 
husband works as a taxi driver while 
Fatima cares for the goats. “Early in the 
morning right after the !rst prayer, I take 
my shareem (sha-reem, a small sickle) and 
leave for our !elds, where I work for several 
hours cutting alfalfa. When I have enough, 

I bundle all I have cut and carry it home on top of  
my head.”

At home, Fatima begins to knead the dough for the 
day’s bread with her daughter-in-law. She washes 
clothes in plastic basins and sweeps out the mafraj 
(mah-frahj, living room area) with a whisk broom. 
She artfully cooks the "at bread in the tannoor (tan-
noor , round oven).

Soon her family comes home to eat the lunch she has 
arranged on a mat on the "oor. After cleaning up, 
washing herself  for afternoon prayers, and putting 
on a fresh dress, Fatima waits for friends to drop by 
to share the neighborhood gossip. “Who has had a 
baby? What can you do to stop the next baby from 
coming? Who will marry soon, and how much will 
the dowry be?” The women hurry home when they 
hear the sunset call to prayer. 

After bowls of  leftovers eaten in front of  an Egyptian 
drama on television and hasty evening prayers, 
Fatima’s family falls asleep on the "oor mats. Fatima 
falls asleep last, knowing what tomorrow will hold as 
she performs a mother’s duty. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray for the gospel 
to be welcomed 
into the women’s 
afternoons of  talking 
and sharing. By 
personal visits or by 
way of  radio, may 
biblical truth expand 
their worldviews 
and challenge their 
thinking.

  Pray that these 
women will !nd rest 
in Christ from their 
unspoken cares and 
burdens.

  Pray for children 
abroad or in the 
cities to learn about 
Jesus and bring the 
message back home 
to their families and 
villages.

Caring for My Family
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We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, !rm 
and secure.  
– Hebrews 6:18-19

Mahmoud (mah-mood ) rose 
before the sun crested the 
vast mountains and stumbled 
to the nearby mosque for 
prayers. He stood in line with 
the other men of  the village, 
and they bowed together, 
reciting from the Qu’ran (kuhr-
ahn, Muslim holy book). By 
the time he got back home, his wife had prepared 
breakfast. Wood was scarce and expensive in this 
rocky barren land, so his wife used dung for fuel, but 
In-sha-allah (ihn-shah-ah-lah), God willing, electricity 
would come to the village this year.

Mid morning found Mahmoud out in the !elds, 
pushing on the wooden hand-made plough pulled 
by his donkey. If  the rains came on time, he would 
have a good crop this year, and his family would 
then have enough money for his son to marry his 
brother’s daughter. Most people in his area marry 
their cousins. This keeps their hard-earned wealth in 
the family.

He returned home for his lunch at midday. After 
saying prayers again, the men went to the house 
of  the village leader, the sheikh (shayk), to chew qat 
(kaht ). Conversation covered a wide range of  topics, 
from local gossip to stories of  village men who had 
gone to the cities and strayed from their religion. 
Mahmoud thanked God that he was a farmer, close 
to the land, and keeping to the faith and traditions 
of  his people. The village had remained virtually 
unchanged for centuries. In-sha-allah, thought 
Mahmoud, he, his neighbors, and their children 
would remain faithful and devout Muslims.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that the men 
would thank God for 
their land and seek 
God in their need for 
his provision.

  Pray for God’s grace 
to fall on these men 
as they work hard 
on the land, never 
knowing what it will 
produce. Petition 
God that this 
fatalistic mentality 
might be exchanged 
for the strong anchor 
of  hope through 
Christ.

  Pray that God would 
open up doors for 
the entrance of  the 
gospel into such 
remote places. 

Close to the Land
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Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of  heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 
– Matthew 19:14

“Abdul (ahb-dool ) is our treasured 
son. After many girls we !nally had 
a boy. The neighbors then called me, 
‘Oom Abdul’ or ‘mother of  Abdul,’” 
explains the woman. Until he was 
about seven years old, Adul received 
very little discipline. He was just an 
innocent child after all. His mother 
and sisters met his every need. When 
he went to school, fear of  shame 
and beatings cured him of  any 
misbehavior. “I tell him when he is 
bad, ‘How dare you? Don’t you realize 
the teacher will never like you if  you 

do such naughty things?’” explains his mother. “‘If  
you want the teacher to like you, you have to behave 
properly!’”

As a teenager, Abdul will be allowed to go out with 
his friends, but his father will make sure that he 
learns the disciplines of  his culture and religion. 
He must be respectable and God-fearing. He will 
pray at the mosque on Fridays with his father, keep 
the fasting month, and become the protector of  his 
sisters’ virtue and honor. He can earn his father’s 
favor by following the rules. His father tells him, “Do 
what’s right and I will love you. Step out of  line and 
I won’t.”

Abdul tends to see God as he sees his father: 
someone to please by his good behavior. Only with 
great reluctance would he ever question the teaching 
of  his childhood, try new things, or look into his 
own heart for answers. As a treasured son, he cannot 
shame his family.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that God would 
transform the minds 
of  young ones to 
believe in him and 
exhibit the fruit of  a 
life with the Spirit.

  Pray that young men 
like Abdul would 
have the courage to 
seek answers to the 
questions they have.

  Pray that parents 
would use their 
authority over 
their children 
with wisdom and 
discernment and for 
faithful followers of  
Christ to in"uence 
their lives.

Treasured Son
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Bring [the children] up in the training 
and instruction of  the Lord.  
– Ephesians 6:4b

Shaime (shay-mee) was allowed to have her 
way as a toddler, but by age four she began 
helping her mother take care of  the younger 
siblings and assisting with kitchen chores. 
At 11 years of  age, Shaime is just !nishing 
primary school. She is a top student in school, 
a model student, and studies very hard. Every 
day she carries home a bag full of  books to 
study. Memorizing the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, 
Muslim holy book) is considered the most 
important, so Shaime spends as much time in 
Qur’an study as learning math. She will not talk 
to boys and has learned not to look at men 
when they talk to her.

At home, this bright, young girl is causing some 
concern to her parents. By now most of  her friends 
cover their hair with the traditional white uniform 
scarf  and wear long blue coats that brush their 
ankles. Shaime is stubbornly refusing to dress this 
way, in what would be appropriate for a good Muslim 
girl. As a result the neighbors are starting to gossip, 
and there is tension at home. Her religion teacher at 
school is starting to make comments. 

The family pressures her. They did not see this 
rebellion coming and are worried their daughter will 
not grow into the woman they had hoped. Their 
greatest expectation is that she conforms to society 
and becomes an obedient bride, the mother of   
many sons.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that God will 
cause Yemenis to 
hunger after true 
righteousness. May 
they focus more on 
what God says than 
what their neighbors 
say.

  Pray for young 
children memorizing 
the Qur’an , that 
what is true of  God 
would stick and 
what is false would 
be exposed. 

  Pray that the Lord 
would raise up 
a generation of  
children with hearts 
hungry for intimacy 
with him.

An Obedient Daughter
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“Send to Joppa for Simon who 
is called Peter. He will bring 
you a message through which 
you and all your household will 
be saved.” – Acts 11:13b-14

The men’s mafraj (mah-frahj) in 
the home above the restaurant 
was bursting with loud, expressive 
chatter well into the night, and 
so was the women’s. Everyone 
in the house was celebrating Eid 
al-Adha (eed al-ahd-ah), the 
important Islamic festival originally 

commemorating Abraham’s near-sacri!ce of  his son. 
Over time the focus of  this celebration has shifted 
to man’s accomplishment in completing the Hajj, 
the journey to Mecca that all Muslims should do if  
!nancially and physically able. Two of  the family 
members have just returned. 

During the second day of  the holiday, all four 
generations gather to exchange gifts. The eldest is 
the great-grandmother, a widow and mother of  17 
children, ten of  whom had survived to adulthood. 
Brothers, sisters, cousins, parents, aunts, uncles, 
wives, and husbands all come together for an 
occasion like this one. “Even if  siblings and cousins 
live far from one another, they will always be 
connected,” proudly explains a girl in Sana’a.

The ahl (ahl), or extended family, is the primary 
social unit of  a Muslim’s life. An individual !nds his 
or her place in society within the extended family. 
The family name is held in high esteem, and many 
Muslims can recite the names of  several generations 
of  their ancestors. Individualism, independence, and 
privacy are low priorities in comparison with family 
and tradition. For the gospel to take root in Yemeni 
society it may be necessary for households to come 
to the Lord together, as Cornelius and his household 
did in the book of  Acts. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray that God would 
stir whole families to 
seek Christ together 
for salvation, 
strength, and unity. 
May those who !rst 
believe have the 
courage to share 
with their families.

  Pray for the day 
when older children 
read the Bible to 
their illiterate 
mothers, fathers love 
with new Christ-
like tenderness, and 
families are restored 
to new health, all in 
the name of  Jesus.

  Pray for a house-
church-planting 
movement to sweep 
across Yemen as 
families serve as 
catalysts for other 
families to believe in 
Jesus the Messiah.

Family and Faith
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“He will take great delight 
in you, he will quiet you 
with his love, he will rejoice 
over you with singing … I 
will give them praise and 
honor in every land where 
they were put to shame.”  
– Zephaniah 3:17b, 19b

Arwa (ahr -wah) sits on the 
edge of  her bed in the room 
she shares with her three sisters. 
She watches idly as a sister 
performs her mid-day prayers. 
Arwa herself  is disillusioned 
with prayer and !lled with hurt. 
A year ago she had been so hopeful, so in love. The 
man she wanted to marry, though, was a barber: a 
class of  society unsuitable for marriage with Arwa’s. 
Her parents told her she must instead wait for a man 
who was worthy of  her. “Love doesn’t matter,” insists 
her mother.

How could her mother say such a thing when she 
herself  had been so hurt? Two years ago, Neget 
(neh-geht) learned that her husband had a second 
wife, a beautiful younger woman in Egypt where he 
travels on business. Now he is thinking of  taking a 
third wife and seldom sees his !rst family. Neget had 
been seriously depressed since learning she no longer 
holds her husband’s heart. So, thinks Arwa, maybe 
her mother is right: Love is just a dream, not what 
marriage is about.

Islam allows a man up to four wives. While most men 
in Yemen today cannot afford more than one wife, 
those who have the money may take several and have 
many sons and daughters. This leaves women like 
Neget vulnerable, insecure, and afraid.

Prayer Requests

  Pray that women 
like Arwa and her 
mother would have 
the opportunity 
to know the deep, 
personal, unfading 
love of  God the 
Father.

  Pray for the comfort 
of  the good news to 
reach the broken-
hearted and heal 
the wounds left by 
rejection.

  Ask God in his 
mercy to give men 
a desire to do what 
is best for their 
families instead of  
what is permissible 
by law and tradition. 

Brokenhearted
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For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith – and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of   
God – not by works, so that no one 
can boast. – Ephesians 2:8-9

The sun was going down and the girls 
were busy talking and chatting the 
afternoon away. But Rasha (rah-shah) 
noticed the call to prayer was coming 
soon, and they needed to wash and 
prepare themselves. The girls stopped 

what they were doing. Saying the prayers is one of  the 
!ve pillars of  Islam all Muslims are called to obey:

• Muslims must have faith that there is no 
god worthy of  worship except God and that 
Muhammad is his messenger.

• Muslims recite ritual prayers !ve times a day  
in Arabic.

• One of  the most important principles of  Islam 
is that all things belong to God. Wealth is 
therefore held in trust, and a percentage given 
to the poor as alms.

• In the month of  Ramadan all Muslims fast 
from !rst light until sunset, abstaining from 
food, drink, and sexual relations.

• The annual pilgrimage to Mecca (also spelled 
Makkah; mah-kah) – called the Hajj (hahj ) –  
is an obligation for those who are able to 
perform it at some point during their lives.

Islam not only teaches Muslims how to behave but 
also how to think about and respond to other faiths. 
One of  the major obstacles for Muslims to trust in 
Jesus is teaching that the Christian Bible has been 
changed. They are also taught that Jesus did not die 
on the cross, that he is not the Son of  God, and that 
he spoke of  another prophet after him whom they 
should follow: Muhammad. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray for Rasha and 
others like her to 
have the opportunity 
to learn about 
faith and grace 
from the Christian 
perspective as well 
as receive the gift of  
faith from God.

  Thank God for 
the Yemeni desire 
to pray, to please 
and obey God, 
and to talk about 
spiritual matters. 
Ask God to redeem 
these traits for his 
kingdom and raise 
up a community of  
Yemeni believers 
in Christ who 
are dedicated to 
worship, prayer,  
and obedience to  
his Word. 

Pillars of Faith
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Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see 
him now, you believe in 
him and are !lled with an 
inexpressible and glorious 
joy. – 1 Peter 1:8

The eight Muslim women 
around the table are dressed 
in black robes. Every inch of  
their hair and skin is covered 
and their faces are veiled; only 
their eyes are visible. Beneath 
the dark, intimidating clothing, 
though, the women are relaxed 
and comfortable, giggling and 
talking openly. Each unique 
personality shines out.

With the mere mention of  Muhammad’s name, their 
eyes beam, and they speak dreamily about him. With 
deep affection, they begin to relate how the Prophet 
is their ideal man, the ideal husband, the ideal 
worshiper of  God. Their admiration is overwhelming 
as they share treasured stories of  his life which they 
have heard recited in public and told in homes, 
stories they learned from the many books about what 
he said and did.

In Islam, Muhammad is honored above all other 
human beings. He is the “Praised One,” both for his 
role as “the Prophet” and for his model character. 
He is believed by Muslims to be the greatest and last 
of  all God’s prophets, the !nal messenger of  God’s 
guidance for all mankind which is compiled in the 
Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy book). The Hadith 
(hah-deeth), or traditions about his life, provide an 
example for all to follow.

Prayer Requests

  What would it 
be like if  we, as 
followers of  Jesus, 
had such a deep 
affection for him 
that we responded 
by worshiping 
and honoring him 
above all? Pray for 
Christians in Yemen 
to be passionate for 
Christ and share that 
passion with others. 

  Pray that entire 
Yemeni families 
will come to believe 
in and share about 
the Jesus of  the 
Gospels, turning 
their affections to 
Christ and giving 
him the honor that 
he deserves.

The Exalted One
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[Jesus] asked them, “Who 
do people say I am?” They 
replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, one of  
the prophets.” “But what 
about you?” he asked. “Who 
do you say I am?” Peter 
answered, “You are the 
Christ.” – Mark 8:27b-29 

Raised in a wealthy, educated 
family, Bushra (buhsh-rah) 

became an intense and enthusiastic Muslim in her 
teens. She wanted to follow God’s rules given through 
the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy book) in order to 
live a proper life and go to paradise after death. Since 
childhood, she had been taught that Christians and 
Jews had changed and corrupted their Scriptures, but 
she wished she could read the original books God 
had sent down to Moses, David, and Jesus. 

Finally able to get an Arabic Bible from Mary, a 
foreign Christian she met, Bushra was puzzled. The 
language was rough in some places, instead of  poetic, 
and some of  the words were ones she did not know. 
She and Mary worked together to understand the 
meaning of  the Scriptures, to translate them more 
gracefully into the local dialect. 

Radio broadcasting, Bible translation, and other 
means of  communicating the gospel are affected 
by the dialect differences found throughout Yemen. 
Making the good news available and attractive to 
Yemenis in the words of  their hearts is going to 
require long-term, diligent work. 

One day, after two years of  working together on this 
project, Bushra said to Mary, “You know, I’ve read 
this gospel many times before and even memorized 
parts of  it, but I never knew how much I didn’t 
understand until now. It is a beautiful book.”

Prayer Requests

  Pray for the 
production and 
sensitive distribution 
of  quality Muslim-
sensitive audio and 
video Scripture 
materials, as well  
as material in print, 
for all the dialects  
of  Yemen.

  Since many Yemenis 
cannot read, and 
therefore don’t 
bene!t from the 
written word, pray 
for more Christian 
workers who are 
suf!ciently "uent in 
the local languages 
and cultures to teach 
from the Bible and 
tell its stories well.

The Holy Books
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“Here I am! I stand at the door and 
knock. If  anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with him, and he with me.” 
– Revelation 3:20

“I was so happy when I received 
your letter – I listen to your beautiful 
programs every morning,” a 
Yemeni listener writes to a Christian 
broadcasting company which beams the 
gospel into his country. “Your words are 
like candles, they make me forget my 
sorrow and my tears. May the Lord Jesus 
protect you always,” writes another.

Yahya (yah-yeah) came across the 
Christian programs by chance and for 
the past year has been recording all of  them! At 
!rst he went to the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy 
book) to learn more about Christ, but he continued 
listening to the programs and got the answers to his 
questions there instead. He now believes that Jesus is 
the Son of  God. 

“I believe with all my heart that Jesus is the Son 
of  God and he came to save us. I owe my second 
birth to you. Please send me any literature you 
have to build my faith and my spiritual and social 
life,” testi!es a Yemeni who came to Christ with 
the help of  the radio broadcasts. Not all responses 
are positive, however, “Fear God and don’t die a 
blasphemer,” warns another writer. 

Radio knows no boundaries. It crosses religious, 
political, natural, and man-made barriers – entering 
the homes of  people who may not be reached in 
any other way. Christian broadcasting can touch the 
lives of  those in remote areas where most have never 
interacted with a follower of  Jesus.

Prayer Requests

  Few Yemenis are 
literate and even 
those that are might 
be more likely 
to learn through 
auditory means. 
Pray for broadcast 
evangelism efforts 
to touch the hearts 
of  many scattered 
Yemeni people and 
be part of  bringing 
them to Christ.

  Pray for broadcast 
and audio-resource 
ministries: 
for resources, 
personnel, favor, and 
wisdom in dialect 
and programming 
choices.

Across the Airwaves
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“Everyone who calls on the name of  
the Lord will be saved.”  
– Romans 10:13

“I had lived in Canada for a year and a 
half  when an Arab man invited me to 
church,” explains Ibrahim. “I attended 
a Bible study group and church for four 
or !ve months. I became convinced that 
Christ is the Savior, and that Christianity 
is the religion of  love and real peace.” 

It was simple, a relationship with an 
invitation. And now, Ibrahim and his 
Christian friends are praying for his 
whole family and network to come to 

faith in Christ as well. Stories like his can be told 
throughout the West. In the United States, several 
communities are brimming with Yemenis. One of  
the largest is Dearborn, Michigan, where Yemeni 
immigrants originally came to work in the shipyards 
and then auto factories. Other communities are 
found in the United Kingdom, in Indonesia, and 
other Asian countries.

Some neighborhoods are now so heavily populated 
by Yemenis that there is little difference from their 
home culture. Clothing, food, and language are 
much the same; signs are in Arabic, and the local 
mosque sounds out the prayer call several times each 
day. Yemenis in these communities have freedom to 
know Christ and believe in him, if  only someone will 
tell them.

Could it not be that God has brought Yemenis  
into proximity with believers for the express purpose 
of  revealing his love? May those of  us who live in  
the West use our freedom for God’s kingdom-
expanding love to reach Muslim immigrant 
communities next door. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray for churches 
in areas where 
Yemenis live around 
the world, that 
individual believers 
and Christian 
communities would 
reach out to them.

  Thank God for those 
who are sharing 
God’s Word and 
love with Yemeni 
Arabs around the 
world. Pray that as 
the truth is shared 
and the grace of  God 
overcomes shame 
and fear the church 
will grow among 
Arabs abroad.

Yemenis in Your Neighborhood?
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PEOPLES OF  YEMEN

“I am sending you to them to open their 
eyes, and turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of  Satan 
to God, so that they may receive 
forgiveness of  sins and a place among 
those who are sancti!ed by faith in 
me.” – Acts 26:17b-18

Ahmad (ah-mahd), who grew up in a small 
village in southern Yemen, dropped out 
of  school and moved to Aden (ah-dehn) 
to work in an uncle’s spice shop when he 
was 12. Everything in the city was new and 
exciting, and Ahmad was interested in all of  
it. A large Ethiopian family lived near his 
uncle’s shop, and Ahmad knew they were 
Christians. He watched every day as other 
African Christians visited their home.  
They had meetings in their house and sang 
for hours! 

One boy noticed Ahmad’s interest and invited 
him in, and Ahmad tried to understand what 
they believed. He saw a love amoung the African 
Christians that he wished he could have in his own 
life. He asked his new friends which verses of  the 
Bible to memorize or to write down and use in an 
amulet, as he had used the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim 
holy book) as a child to protect himself  from danger, 
curses, and the evil eye.

Christians from Africa and elsewhere may worship 
as they please in Yemen. For a Muslim like Ahmad 
to convert to any other religion, however, would be 
seen as a crime and betrayal. If  discovered, Ahmad 
would be given three days to recant his new faith and 
return to Islamic belief  and practices. Failure to do so 
could result in imprisonment or death. Those that do 
change their allegiance to Christ often act in secrecy 
and without public fanfare. Would Ahmad become 
one of  these?

Prayer Points:

  Pray for Christian 
workers and refugee 
believers from 
surrounding lands 
to be strong in their 
faith and willing to 
gather for fellowship 
and worship.

  Ask for open doors 
and boldness for 
Yemen’s believers, 
both nationals 
and foreigners, to 
reach out to those 
around them in 
spite of  dangers 
to themselves and 
those who might 
convert.

They Sang for Hours!
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All these people were still 
living by faith when they 
died. They did not receive 
the things promised; 
they only saw them and 
welcomed them from 
a distance. And they 
admitted that they were 
aliens and strangers on 
earth. – Hebrews 11:13

“Lives of  Three Medical 
Missionaries Taken by 

Assassin’s Bullets!” screamed headlines around the 
world. The day was December 30, 2002. What 
readers may not have realized was that Martha, Bill, 
and Kathy had given their lives to the people of  
Yemen decades before. They had served faithfully 
and given medical care to thousands of  men, women, 
and children in and around Jibla (jihb -lah). They 
worked devotedly through days of  joy as well as 
during the “dry” times.

Today, Yemenis remember the service of  these 
who were martyred. Martha delivered hundreds of  
babies. She visited many homes whose residents talk 
about her medical help. They also remember the 
stories that she told them about her Savior. Bill was 
an honest administrator. The work ethics by which 
he lived were taught to those nationals who worked 
alongside him. He lived his faith every day, and some 
have embraced it. Kathy was an artist. She also ran 
an ef!cient central supply room. She had a great 
in"uence on those she worked with and showed them 
the path to Truth. 

Christians did not leave Jibla after the deaths of  
these three, but they continued to serve and love the 
people. May the seed that was sown and the blood 
which watered it produce fruit in the lives of  those 
they came to serve. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray for the assassin 
who killed Martha, 
Bill, and Kathy. May 
he and others like 
him learn about 
God’s great love 
and forgiveness and 
!nd freedom from 
fear, hatred, and 
desperation.

  Pray that what was 
meant for evil will  
be turned to good  
as stories about 
these servants of  
Christ are told 
throughout Yemen 
and the world.

  It is rare for 
Westerners to be 
killed for their faith, 
but many Yemenis 
may lose their lives 
for Christ. Pray that 
God will prepare 
the emerging church 
to stand in spite of  
danger.

They Gave Their Lives Long Ago
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PEOPLES OF  YEMEN

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a 
dream, and no one can interpret it. 
But I have heard it said of  you that 
when you hear a dream you can 
interpret it.” – Genesis 41:15

Abdullah (ahb-duhl -ah) grew up in a 
village where supernatural experiences 
were normal. Jinn (jihn ), or spirits, 
disrupted or controlled people’s lives 
and had to be appeased. Sometimes 
the door of  Abdullah’s house would 
come unbolted at night, and one time 
meat disappeared from his kitchen. 
Abdullah started buying extra meat 
every day and leaving it out for the jinn; 
they stopped leaving his door unbolted.

Not surprisingly, the Lord used a supernatural 
experience to draw Abdullah to Jesus. After hearing 
the gospel from a foreigner, Abdullah became ill and 
was laid up at home for several days. One night he 
felt someone touch his shoulder. He looked up and 
saw a man in white and realized this man was an 
angel sent by God. Abdullah followed the angel’s 
instructions to get up for a drink of  water and then 
went back to sleep. The next day he was healed. 
“Now that I know Jesus,” Abdullah told his foreign 
friend, “I have a thousand times more peace then I’ve 
ever had.” 

A supernatural visitation often becomes the starting 
point for a Muslim to consider the claims of  Christ. 
“The dead person was only a skeleton on the 
ground,” another Yemeni man dreamed. “Suddenly 
it was raised and looked like a person again. He was 
holding the Qur’an (kuhr-ahn, Muslim holy book) in 
his hands. I took a stick and poked him to see if  he 
was real. At this, he turned to dust.” Unfortunately, 
most Yemenis have no Christian friends that are able 
to interpret their dreams that point to Christ.

Prayer Requests

  Praise God that he 
is at work seeking 
Yemenis and 
working in their 
lives to draw them 
to himself. Pray that 
Jesus will reveal 
himself  to many 
Yemeni people 
through dreams and 
visions.

  Pray that Muslims 
will respond to 
supernatural 
visitations by 
beginning to listen to 
the claims of  Christ 
which they were 
previously unwilling 
to consider. 

He Knew This Man Was Jesus
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“Suppose one of  you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one 
of  them. Does he not leave 
the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost 
sheep until he !nds it?”  
– Luke 15:4

Hundreds of  kilometers off  the 
coast of  Yemen lies the large 
island of  Soqotra (soh-koh-
trah), brought into the republic 
of  Yemen because it was part of  

the British-governed Aden (ah-dehn) protectorate. 
Soqotris (soh-koh-treez) have a rich Christian history 
dating back to the apostle Thomas. A representative 
from Soqotra likely attended the Nicean council 
(366-367), and the area was predominantly Christian 
well into the 16th century. Soqotris know little of  
this history and dismiss carvings bearing ancient 
Christian symbols as probably done by jinn (spirits).

Soqotris have become strict followers of  Islamic rites 
and speak a classic form of  Arabic. The Soqotri 
language, while related to modern Arabic, predates 
it by hundreds if  not thousands of  years and is 
closely related to the language spoken by the ancient 
dynasties of  Sheba and Ma’in (mah-een). However, 
its ancient written script was lost. Today’s Soqotri 
language is unwritten and may not survive for long. 
Education in Soqotra today is entirely in the Arabic 
language. However, the results have been mixed. 
Illiteracy among Soqotri men is higher than 80 
percent, and even fewer women can read.

As their island is developed for business and tourism, 
Soqotris are seeing their standard of  living rise, but 
they are also facing troubles they have never had 
before. Competition for land and money is creating 
threatening tribal boundaries and leaving people 
open to exploitation by outsiders. 

Prayer Requests

  Pray that God in 
his mercy would 
preserve this 
endangered culture 
and the people to 
which it belongs, 
that he might be 
glori!ed among 
them as he was once 
before. 

  As the area is 
developed for 
tourism and 
outsiders come in, 
pray that Soqotris 
would also have the 
opportunity to hear 
the gospel. 

The Island of Soqotra
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PEOPLES OF  YEMEN

“From one man he made 
every nation of  men, that 
they should inhabit the whole 
earth; and he determined 
the times set for them and 
the exact places where they 
should live. God did this so 
that men would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him 
and !nd them, though he is 
not far from each one of  us.” 
– Acts 17:26-27

“Yemenis are a free-spirited, creative, and often 
optimistic people, able to make the most of  what 
they have and bounce back from troubles,” explains 
a man who has been ministering to the people for 
some years. “They have lots of  initiative and will sell 
anything on the street to make a little more.”

They are not generally people who plan, however. 
Things that go wrong or break down, are usually 
seen as God’s will rather a result of  human decisions. 
Yemenis are very people-oriented and offer 
hospitality, spontaneously and generously. Foreign 
guests are often honored in very special ways. And, 
for their families, they will do anything: traveling, 
trying new things, making sacri!ces, and putting 
aside their own hopes and dreams. 

Perhaps many are like the Bedouin (behd-wihn 
or behd-oh-wihn) people who roam through their 
deserts – wanderers and adventurers. They respect 
those who will speak truthfully with them, and 
anyone who can tell a good story. And they do not 
like to be told what to do. “The only time a Yemeni 
is regimented is in Islam, lined up in the mosque,” 
observes a Christian worker.

What would it look like for the Yemeni spirit to be 
harnessed, transformed, and set free by the Spirit of  
Christ? 

Prayer Requests

  Pray for those who 
are reaching out to 
Yemenis wherever 
they live. May the 
Lord give them 
wisdom, love, 
and persistence 
in believing that 
Yemenis can follow 
Jesus. 

  Ask God to show 
you how to continue 
praying for the 
peoples of  Yemen. 
Pray that God will 
show you what he 
wants to do to win 
worshipers for 
himself  from among 
them.

The Yemeni Spirit
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Thank you for all your 
prayers! Our hope is that 
this process has helped you 
better understand and long 
for God’s best for the peoples 
of  Yemen. We encourage you 
to keep praying and looking 
for creative ways to share 
the experience with others. 
Perhaps you could read and 
pray through this guide with 
your family or a small group 
from your church. Consider 
gathering with friends on a 
regular basis to intercede for 
the peoples of  Yemen. Perhaps 
a group you are part of  would 

want to “adopt” the Yemeni people for prayer and strategic 
ministry. Explore opportunities to visit Yemen or a Yemeni 
community to continue learning, praying, and serving.

Prayer for Yemen
  Information and prayer requests for the major people 

groups of  Yemen are posted at online at  
www.pray4yemen.com.

Praying for the Arabian Peninsula
  Download the 2004 Praying Through the Arabian Peninsula 

prayer guide, or !nd prayer brochures, information 
about service opportunities, and other resources in a 
variety of  languages at www.pray-ap.info.

News
  Saba is the of!cial news agency of  Yemen. Visit 

www.sabanews.net.

  The Yemen Times is Yemen’s most popular English-
language newspaper. Find it online at www.yementimes.com.

  The Yemen Observer is an independent English-language 
news source found at www.yobserver.com.

Next Steps

Thanks to all who 
contributed to 
researching, writing, 
and checking this prayer 
guide. May the Lord 
bless you richly.


