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Yemen, Mosaic of Pedples

Population: 20 million and increasing
Capital: Sana’a

Religion: 99% Muslim

Ethnicity: 95% Arab

Climate: Mostly desert, hot and humid along west coast,
temperate in the western mountains.

Poverty: 43%*

* UN Human Development Report, 2001.

Mahris Akhdaam (throughout Yemen)
™ Morthern Yemenis | Hadhramis{Urban Center: Mukulla)
B Scqotris B Southern Yemenis (Urban Center: Aden)
M Tihamis Southern Saudi Yemenis

Unknown Areas

Gulf of Aden

R

Arabian Sea
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Home to more than 20 million people, the
country of Yemen sits on the southwest
corner of the Arabian Peninsula between
Saudi Arabia and East Africa. Lacking
the oil resources that have made some of
its neighbors wealthy, Yemen is one of
the world’s poorest and least-developed
countries, probably the poorest of the Arab
world, yet it boasts modern cities and rich
cultural traditions.

Inhabited since ancient times, Yemen is
famous for its frankincense, myrrh, and
precious stones. Though Christianity once
had a strong presence there, the seventh-
century advance of Islam wiped out almost
all traces of the church. The country we
know as the Republic of Yemen is relativel
young. It was formed by the uni!cation

of North and South Yemen in 1990, then
rocked by a civil war in 1994. Economic
development since then has been slow and
challenging, but it continues.

“Humanity is a vast mosaic of tens of thousands of pieces. Each segment must be
won to Christ,” said missiologist Donald McGavran. Yemen is itself a mosaic. It is
primarily an Arab nation, yet home to more than just Arabs, and even the Amabs a
distinguished by differences of language, social class, tribe, and way of life. Yemen is
fact made up of a complex diversity of people, and serving them requires a variety of
ministries and strategies.

This prayer guide is designed to provide snapshots of life in various parts of Yemen,
among different kinds of people, in different stages of life. Our desire is that all the
people of Yemen would have the opportunity to know and trust somebody who truly
follows Jesus Christ so that they too may put their trust in the name of Chuisay
help open the door to this seemingly distant future through your prayers.

The North

“We are the true Yemenis,” says Muhammad, a young man from Sana’adbah-
Yemen'’s capital, echoing the belief of many others from the northern partrefnye
The Sanani (sahah-nee) dialect is understood widely throughout the country.

Many Northerners have a strong sense of tribal aflliation, placing both altegia
tribe and God over individual desires or what the government may say.

While Northerners’ cities are the most modern and “improved,” they also follow
a stricter form of Islam and consider themselves more devout in their Islam and
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traditional in their customs than those from
other parts of the country. “For example,” says
Muhammad, “When | get married | will not see
my bride’s face before our wedding.”

On the other hand, Sananis may be quicker to
judge those who do not behave in an honorable
way, earning a reputation for being proud and
less friendly.

The South

“Our city, Taiz teyez), is the cultural capital of
Yemen,” says Ibrahim (ee-brdfeem), “The

North is wild and less cultured. We are more
adaptable, more educated, and more open-
minded than people from Sana’a.” Members

of Ibrahim’s family do the “clever” work such

as road engineering and business management.
Although they can understand people from the
North without much trouble, Ibrahim and other
Poverty Taizi feye-zee, people of Taiz) take pride in their
B ———— own Yemeni dialect, which they consider closest
to Modern Standard Arabic.

More than 40 percent
of Yemen's 20 million The city of Adengh-dehn), also in the South,

people live in poverty.
Malnutrition, illiteracy, and
unemployment rates are
very high. Women continue
to marry young and many

was once the capital of the separate country of
South Yemen and has a history distinct from
that of its neighbors. A strong Soviet presence in
Aden in the 1970s and 80s made it into the Arab
| ; world’s only Marxist state. Before that, Aden
gg\rfee}[telr??)?tﬁ\g; h'él\lc:frg:j,gh was a British protectorate (1839-1967). Aden has
as many as half the children also been an important port city for centuries
born to a poor family may and appears to be more open and accepting of

not survive to adulthood, multiculturalism.

;ﬁgx%?lgig%?dcrgrt‘gr;liﬁjsrzoay Like the Taizis, Adenis (atiehn-eez) consider
double within a generation. themselves a friendly, peaceful people who pride

themselves on not having “revenge killings like
they do in the North.” However, each generation
in the last century has seen war in the streets.
After the unilcation in 1990, the South tried to
secede in 1994. After a short but violent civil, war
the North gained control over the entire country.
Some Adenis today see Sana’a as an occupying
force. Although Adenis may be more educated,
salaries are better in Sana’a; yet another reason
for resentment.
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' Perhaps because of their history, Adenis
and some other Southerners may not have ¢
strong allegiance to their tribes. “There are

no tribes in Aden,” say some Adenis.

The Tihama Plain

The Tihama (tehhah-mah) plain begins
in Southern Saudi Arabia and extends
south along Yemen'’s western coast, betwee;
the Red Sea and the mountains. Tihamis
(tehhah-meez) see Hodeidah (hdhay-
dah), their largest city, as a quieter city
than Yemen’s other major urban centers.
The people of Hodeidah did not even Ight
during the 1994 civil war.

Tihamis consider themselves simple, poor,
humble, and kind. Although their skin is
dark and their traditions show some African
in"uence, Tihamis consider themselves

full Arabs. They are peaceful, calm, and
relaxed, especially compared to Sananis.
Some Tihamis divide Yemen'’s people into
two groups: coastal people gabalijah-
bah-lee, “mountain people”). “We who live
by the sea are unlike those who live in the
mountains,” they say. But few have traveled
much. “All I know is Hodeidah,” many say. i
Although their tribal identities may not Isolation
be strong, most people in Hodeidah are

h - Unlike much of the rest of the
connected to villages throughout the Tihame Arabian Peninsula. Yemen is still

through family relationships. very much a tribal society and
change does not come easily.
The Hadhramaut Most of Yemen’s population
Life in Eastern Yemen, in the region known lives in small villages scattered
as Hadhramauth@h-thrah-mawt), is so throughout the highlands and
different from the rest of the country that coastal regions. Mountainous
some say it is a distinct culture — more like terrain and poor roads make

travel and communication
diflcult. Many communities,
tribes, and villages are extremely
isolated.

the other Gulf states than like the rest of
Yemen. Many Hadhramis (hatirah -meez)
have ties to Saudi Arabia and may even
hold dual passports. Hadhramis claim to be
stronger in their religion and more educated
than other Yemenis.

Many Hadhramis practice a distinct form
of Islam called Su!sm, a mystical practice



that stresses personal
experience of God. Women
are very restricted in their
freedoms; many cover even
their hands and feet when
outside and are not usually
seen on the streets like in
other cities. Women often
come together in homes to
chant sections of thgur'an
(kuhrahn, Muslim holy
book), and the mosques are
better attended than in other
parts of the country. Even the
Hadhramaut has variation,
though. The coastal town of
Mukulla (mookah-lah) is a
cosmopolitan city with a
faster pace of life and a mix
of cultures.

People in other parts of Yemen see Hadhramis as stingy with their money, but
Hadhramis consider this good stewardship and do not like to “waste” their money on
gat(kaht), the narcotic that consumes the income of many families in other parts of
the country.

Other People in Yemen

Tribes and regions are not the only signilcant divisions in YemenalStass also plays

a major role. Throughout Yemen live people referred to as the Akhdataiadahm);

who work as street sweepers and garbage collectors. Isolated from theoesttyf

they are not welcome at the mosques or public baths. “They are poor black people.
We don’t mix with them. They live in their own zones and shop in their own stores.
They are dirty and uneducated,” say other Yemenis. “l would not chew gat with an
Akhdaam,” said one man in Aden. The Akhdaam are seen as not having any “religion
or lineage, two very important things in Yemeni society. The racism and disdronina
toward them is strong and prevalent throughout Yemen. Although they fiveghout

the country, the largest number of Akhdaam is found on the Tihama Plain.

In addition to the Akhdaam, Yemen is home to several distinct, non-Arabic speaking
people groups. They include the Mahridh -ree) people who straddle Oman and
Yemen, the Soqotri (sateh-tree) people on the island of Soqotra — legally part of
Yemen but 400 km. off the coast and closer to Somalia — as well as immigrants and
refugees from the surrounding region. Crossing the borders into Yemen and Saudi
Arabia are another people, traditional nomads known as the Bedmhid-{wihn or
behd-oh-wihn) — also distinct from other Arab peoples. Little is known of Yemen'’s
Bedouin people whose lifestyle keeps them largely inaccessible. Unrest thrtheghout
region brings refugees and immigrants from Africa, as well. Yemen is truly a mosaic
of peoples.
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- ‘Resting on His Shoulders: L

Everyone must submit himself i
to the governing authorities, for { [ ey .
there is no authority except that —
which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been
established by God.

— Romans 13:1

Sheikh Muhammadshayk muh-
hah-mahd) is majestically robed in

a whitethawhthohb) or gown, his
waist adorned with a silver dagger.
He wears a black-and-white checked
turban with the air of authority to
which he is entitled as a sheikh in
Arabia. A tribe’s livelihood, safety, and honor rest o Prayer Requests
his shoulders. An arsenal of arms is at his disposal.

This man has as much power as any head of state. ==l i =i

“He is in charge of seeing that the needs of the tsrgie,:gr:oMuuphh%%mad'

people are met,” explains a group of young wome tradition while

in North Yemen, where the power of sheikhs is the e -
strongest. “The sheikh will help you when you are technology and ideas
in need. He has to give permission for everything. m\m ttr:‘: 0”33'2;' o
He governs all areas of the life o"f the tribe, and we Wis)c/jom);r?d accept
prefer him over the government. under their rule what
These days Sheikh Muhammad has a diflcult job. Lﬁg%%%&gd G0 F2
He must walk the 'ne line between satisfying the s
hotheads in his tribe and respecting the central If Sheikh

government of!cials who pay him for his loyalty. fhgﬁgv%?dmgﬁrist

He trains his sons to follow his_authority, and his he could provide
daughters are given an education through the protection for his
seventh grade, but when they beg for more schqolifg VA ER R ER Y
he will not bend the traditions for them as there seek to Ind a new

c way. Pray for sheikhs
are no schools for girls nearby. He has a cell phon to have the courage
several four-wheel-drive vehicles, and satellite to ask questions and

television, yet Ights against the encroachment of come to Christ.
many modern ideas, considering the ways of the
still extremely important. He is a man with much
resting on his shoulders.



Prayer Requests

Ask the Lord to raise
up men of peace to
help the tribes of
Yemen see beyond
the age-old feuds
among them and
guestion traditions
that may be holding
them back.

Pray for those

who would seek

to bring honor to
their tribes through
improved health-
care, education, and

other changes that
will strengthen their
communities.
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When a man’s ways are
pleasing to the L orp, he makes
even his enemies live at peace
with him. — Proverbs 16:7

It is said that a Yemeni tribesman
is a real man if he can work the
earth, compose and sing poetry,
and shoot a gun. Young and old
carry weapons for both decoration
and protection; a knife called a
jambigjahmbee-ah) is part of

the traditional dress for men.

Even small children may be seen
carrying a ri"e. “Once a child

tried to shoot down the president’s
helicopter when he was "ying overhead,” explains
20-year-old Hussein (haayn). Gun control laws
were passed but did not have much effect in some
places. To give up one’s gun would bring shame to
one’s family and perhaps put them in danger.

All this is rooted in the culture of honor and revenge.
“If someone kills a child’s father, retaliation is planted
in his heart,” says Hussein. If a tribe refuses a man
from another tribe permission to marry one of their
daughters, for example, there may be a con"ict.
Disputes over land and sometimes much smaller
matters can also lead to violence.

A man will lay down his life for the honor of his
tribe; young men will follow their leaders into battle
with no questions asked. Tribal con"icts may spring
up quickly but last 10 or 20 years and take many
lives. Sometimes, however, these con"icts can be
stopped by wise mediators and !nancial settlements.

There are other ways to bring honor to one’s family
and tribe besides violence: bringing sons into the
family, demonstrating bravery, showing hospitality,
and conforming to the expectations of society.

A Matter of Honhor Y

W
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- Coming to the City © -

When the Queen of Sheba SRR
heard about the fame of o
Solomon and his relation to
the name of the L orp, she
came to test him with hard
guestions ... and talked with
him about all that she had on
her mind. — 1 Kings 10:1-2

After a last glance at his family
standing in the doorway, Tarak
(tahr -ahk) walked down the
dirt path out of the village to
catch the bus into the city. He wanted to brand into
his memory the image of the majestic and rugged
mountains and the faces of the tribesmen who had
been his whole world until now. Tarak had dreamt
of an education all his life, and now he was starting
his Irst term at the university. What possibilities, vould
what opportunities the city must hold. And how e challenged in
much money he could make after graduation! Few | =l il e
people from his village would ever have the kind of = e El sl

education he would receive. A -
. . ! Pray that with the
However, people from Tarak’s village might make exchange of people

their way to the city for other reasons. Driven in the city, ideas

by uncontrolled population growth and lack of would "ow freely
opportunity in their villages, Yemenis "ood the urba ?”d pave the way
centers looking for work or for services which are n tﬁ;%%gg:ﬁg?g; tﬂat
available in the villages, such as medical care. Thel &GN EE i E ek

disabled or dispossessed come to beg. play an active part in
the marketplace and

Major cities and trading centers along the main roadls =i

attract many people. An estimated 30-40 percent 0
the population now lives at least temporarily in the
cities. Most are men, and they do not plan to stay.
When holidays come, most of the cities’ barbers, tz
drivers, day laborers, students, and teachers go ho
and the cities become strangely quiet and unhurrie
Tarak hopes he can help the people of his village
with the experience and knowledge he brings back
from the city.



Prayer Reque

Pray that the gat
farmers will Ind
other plants to
grow which will be
more productive
than selling qat
and use less water
(40 percent of their
water supply goes
to gat).

Pray that fathers
would become good
stewards of their
money for the family,
not taking money
away from nutrition
and education for
the addiction.

Pray that the chains
of gat addiction will
be broken in Yemen.
Pray that people will
one day discover
what it means to

be fulllled and
controlled by the
Holy Spirit.
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~"Qat Time::

A little sleep, a little
slumber, a little folding
of the hands to rest —
and poverty will come
on you like a bandit
and scarcity like an
armed man.

— Proverbs 6:10-11

At 3 p.m., the brothers
lounged in front of their

tire shop, full from a salty
lunch they just !nished.

Such a meal will enhance the effects of thair

(kaht) chew. Other men on the street come and join
them in front of the shop, ready to chew. “We can
work harder after an afternoon g@f” explains one.
‘And be more pleasing to our spouses,” adds another
slyly. They each pull a handful of small green leaves
from a plastic bag, sort through them, and pick apart
the leaves. Choice ones are stuffed into their mouths,
the others tossed onto the street.

The small green leaves of thattree — grown on
bushes and trees all over Yemen — seem harmless
enough, bugathas its vines wrapped around the
people. Its somewhat addictive nature and daily use
give it a place of time-honored importance in the
society. Easily 90 percent of the men and many of
the women plan their lives around this magical hour,
hoping to forget the hardships of the day — inventory
left unsold, family discontent ignored, or personal
expectations unmet.

The men are very talkative, laughing and exchanging
stories from the day. The initial effectsgattgive

them a new con!dence for business deals and solving
each other’s problems. Later a feeling of melancholy
steals over their emotions, leaving everyone silent and
seemingly relaxed as the hours pass by. Soon enough,
their troubles return.
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~Our Well Is Dry i

1}

“The L orp will guide you always;
he will satisfy your needs in a sun-
scorched land and will strengthen
your frame. You will be like a
well-watered garden, like a spring
whose waters never fail.”

— Isaiah 58:11

Hadi (hah-dee) and Munan(oo -

nah) live in a small village in a
somewhat forgotten corner of the
North Yemen highlands. Like most of
their neighbors, they are uneducated. §
A small farm usually provides just
enough for Hadi, Muna, and their
four boys. There are few wells in the
area, and until recently the water I
supply has been pretty good. Now the situation is IPrayer Requests
changing rapidly. B

A few years ago the sheilghdéyk) of their village iy Ll lie

Idal | f their tribal d he sheik authorities will
sold a large plot of their tribal grounds to the shei implement wise and
of a neighboring tribe. Previously this land had forward-looking
only been used for Irewood and grazing. The new water management

owner of the land, Sheikh Rashid (rslheed), has strategies so the
started an enormous agricultural project with fruit sl De g
h d h he frui - to provide for their
trees, wheat, and sorghum. The fruit trees require @ = SR
great deal of water, so he has had several deep wellS i =5 o=

drilled. Now the villagers discover that the water le Ask God to put

in their own wells is dropping. compassion in the
But as Hadi and Muna will say, Sheikh Rashid is hhea”sk"f t;‘eh”Ch for
a good man. He provides jobs for the ladies of the the sake of the poor.
village who work in his !elds. Pray that the Lord
will touch the people
In a few years time Hadi and Muna’s well will dry at their point of need
up. They will only have crops when there is suflcie and show them his
rain. Sheikh Rashid will accumulate more riches, provision and water

and people like Hadi and Muna will only be able to [ b silEs s

survive as poorly paid laborers on his farm.
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Marriage Celebration :

W

When anxiety was great within me, your
consolation brought joy to my soul.
— Psalm 94:19

The young woman looks exquisite in her green-
and-gold silk dress with a gold veil over her face.
Tomorrow she will wear another traditional
gown. On the last day, the third day, when she

is taken to her groom’s house, she will have a
modern, white wedding gown.

Facing the !rst day of her wedding celebration,
Aisha éye-shah), age 16, is nervous, excited,
and even fearful. She has been waiting for this
event all her life. The thought of becoming a
member of the groom’s family is frightening
“i-0/of sieifioee and lonely. She knows many girls struggle to meet
-~ the expectations of their husband and mother-in-law.

Pray for new brides Aisha may also face motherhood in the next year.

to cry out to Jesus : .
with ¥heir fears and Many months of preparation have led to this day.

loneliness as they Her parents decided she was ready for marriage
enter their new when Aisha’s family was approached by the young
homes. man’s mother with a proposal. A good dowry

Pray for young price was agreed upon. The two fathers signed the

couples like Aisha marriage contract which can only be broken by
and Ibrahim to a divorce.

boldly seek God

together, that Christ Ibrahim (ee-bratheem), age 22, is grateful he and
might be re"ected in Aisha have met. There is so much they do not know
e [ about one another, but they have the rest of their
Ask God to begin lives to learn. lIbrahim does not worry. Aisha has
godly homes by a pretty face and will please him. His mother will
i“nn:ﬂ';?rigzlée;ﬁ;s teach her everything she needs to know and she will
helping believing become a good wife and mother for his children.
singles to meet each Right now, he will celebrate the night with his friends
other. and male relatives; he is becoming a man!
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When the perishable has been
clothed with the imperishable,
and the mortal with immor-
tality, then the saying that is
written will come true: “Death
has been swallowed up in
victory.” “Where, O death, is
your victory? Where, O death,
is your sting?”

— 1 Corinthians 15:54-55

Fatma’s faht -mah) friends were
going to the market to look at shoes.
She wanted to join them, but she
had to get back to her mother and _
the women at her house. It had been two weeks si er Requests
her father had passed away, and she was to spend

these days mourning with her family. ~ Pray for Christians

Returning from a quick break with her friends, Fat \tzh((:)ogr;{(e)\r/tet\r/]v?tiethe

took her place among the mourners. The room was =i = e
crowded with women in black, friends and relatives: eV biieln 01
who had come to spend the day. Fatma’s aunt, versed == 2 SelliE s
in the Qur'ankuhrahn, Muslim holy book), recited Lo

for more than an hour. At times the rest would join Pray that mourners

her in quoting the verses they could recall. would be open'to
a g y knowing God'’s grace

Eyes closed in grief, Fatma’s mother began to Swo@R. lgshs=Ee= R
Though roused by an onion placed under her nose; [l ERY TS
she still seemed to be in a stupor. Fatma’s aunt trieg SIS %f eterh”a'
to comfort her with, “Don’t cry, sister. Say ‘Praise be sé?]crfsrt'tyt roug
to God.” God is testing you; if you cry it will add to ' ,
your hushand’s suffering in the grave.” Fatma’s littlg b il

. . . their acceptance into
sister cried out in the background. She had never Paradise, based on
seen her mother in such a state and wanted her good works, pray

father. Others tried to quiet her as best they could. that many Yemenis

, . . would be introduced
Fatma’s mother will remain at home for several mof& SEFREFE AT

months and will wear black for a year to show her Father - Jesus Christ
mourning. With time the grief will lessen, but life willsSelle Bl IEIRITE:

be diflcult for the family. iWnof;li(S completed
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